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446 NOTICES OP NEW BOOKS. 

The distribution of the subject matter of the book is simple and natural. 
The topics discussed are sufficiently considered for the purposes of the work. 
The whole treatise is eminently practical, the authors having never at any 
time been tempted aside from the very matter in hand by any elaborate or 
lengthened discussion of even such interesting topics as eminent domain 
and easement. After some examination of the work, we feel warranted in 
saying that it meets a want in our libraries in an acceptable manner. 



Commentaries on the Criminal Law. By Joel Prentiss Bishop, author of 
" Commentaries on the Law of Marriage and Divorce." Vol. II. Boston: Little, 
Brown & Company, 1858. pp. 845. 

We have heretofore spoken in terms of commendation of Mr. Bishop's 
former labors, Am. Law Reg. Vol. IV. p. 512. This volume is an addi- 
tion to the first, and is intended more especially for the actual practitioner. 
For this purpose it is well adapted ; the remarkable faculty of Mr. Bishop 
is, we think, his clear enunciation of the result of the authorities, not 
always, in criminal law especially, a very easy task. New works and new 
editions of recognized treatises on criminal jurisprudence are of great im- 
portance to the practitioner; he must know the very last adjudications 
and the latest views of scientific law writers ; the practice in the Sessions 
is sometimes sharp and technical, and the well disciplined mind, which 
regards legal principles and points, rather than mere cases, is sure to stand 
upon some " vantage ground." We commend Mr. Bishop's book as one 
of great scientific and practical value and in every way useful to the pro- 
fession, and the more easily accessible by means of a good analytical index 
of contents. 



Pennsylvania State Reports, Vol. XXVIII. Comprising cases adjudged in the 
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. By Joseph Caset, State Reporter. Vol. IV. 
Containing cases decided in January and May Terms, 1857. Philadelphia : Kay 
& Brothers, Law Booksellers, Publishers and Importers, 19 South Sixth street, 
1858. pp. 575. 

We have Mr. Casey's fourth contribution to the Pennsylvania Reports, 
containing the cases decided in January and May Terms, 1857. As usual, 
we find a great variety of cases on the various branches of law which interest 
and agitate a large community. The reporter's duty seems to be well and 



